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NOTES AND REVIEWS 



phase. His point of view is that of the students of diplomacy 
and political history. 

The difficulty in dealing with such a broad subject in so limited 
a space is either that the treatment shall be superficial or that the 
reader shall be supplied with a mass of details with no clue to 
their interpretation. Professor Harris seems to have struck a 
happy mean by selecting for fuller treatment those colonies whose 
history is typical of the policy of the various great colonizing 
nations in Africa. The book offers a very convenient and authori- 
tative summary of the political development of the great colonial 
states of Africa. 

J eivish Life in Modern Times. By Israel Cohen. New York: 
Dodd, Mead and Company. 1914. Pp. xiii, 374. 

Mr. Cohen gives as his purpose in writing this book “in the 
first place, to depict the variegated life of the Jewish people at 
the present day in all its intimacy and intensity, and secondly, 
to trace the evolution that is being produced by modern forces, 
or, in other words, to describe the static conditions of Jewry and 
then to analyze the effects of the dynamic forces to which they 
are exposed.” He has set himself a rather big task to give a 
general survey of the conditions of Jewry throughout the world 
but he has succeeded perhaps better than might be expected; for 
widely scattered as the Jews are and differing as they do in 
language and appearance, they still possess that feeling of soli- 
darity and that similarity in essentials which is one of the 
wonders of the world. Mr. Cohen considers the various aspects of 
Jewish life, social, political, economic, intellectual, religious, and 
concludes with the national and a plea for the Zionist Movement. 

Perhaps the most interesting chapters are those devoted to the 
religious aspect, in which is noted the gradual relaxation of re- 
ligious bonds. In those countries in which the Jew has gained 
the right to worship in peace, he is fast losing his belief in the 
faith of his fathers; a loss which Mr. Cohen attributes to “the 
acquisition of higher education, the results of the Higher Criti- 
cism, the teaching of science, the increasing intercourse with 
the Christian population, and the exacting demands of the eco- 
nomic struggle.” While conversions do not seem to be numerous — 
Dalman puts the number for the last century at 250,000 — they 
seem to be increasing since the beginning of the twentieth century. 
“The all-compelling motive is the desire for equality of oppor- 
tunity in the competition of life.” We are apt to think of Russia 



This content downloaded from 74.217.200.195 on Fri, 01 Aug 2014 01:04:35 UTC 

All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions 



NOTES AND REVIEWS 



109 



as the stronghold of orthodoxy but Mr. Cohen states that “the 
severest ravages caused by apostasy are now taking place in 
Russia, where the Jews, rendered desperate by the pogroms and 
disappointed by the abortive Revolution, are deserting their 
faith in thousands.” But Mr. Cohen contends that “a far more 
sinister and dangerous foe than conversion is intermarriage, the 
inevitable outcome of social intercourse between Jews and Chris- 
tians;” and this is “a grave and growing loss to Jewry, as only a 
small percentage of the offspring of mixed union is permanently 
retained within the fold.” There are only two factors that can 
prevent the disintegration of Jewry, a national territory and a 
religious faith. Present-day tendencies seem to show that it is 
impossible to retain the latter without the former, and it is for 
this reason that the hopes of so many Jews have centered in the 
establishment of a new kingdom of Israel. There are certain 
essential characteristics which this new national center, according 
to Mr. Cohen, must possess. It must be such that the economic 
life of the people can be self-contained, with its basis in agri- 
culture; the nation must have its own language and its own edu- 
cational system and the language must be Hebrew; the national 
settlement must consist of a compact concentration of Jews both 
in town and country, where the Jews shall constitute a majority 
of the population. The only country which possesses these 
characteristics, the Zionists insist, is Palestine, and an interesting 
chapter is devoted to the Zionist movement and what it has 
already accomplished in Palestine. To the outsider it would 
seem that Zionism presents at least as many difficulties as a 
religious revival but Mr. Cohen has faith to believe that “the 
ancient dream, so often thought to be near to fulfilment, yet so 
often rudely shattered, is nearer to fulfilment than ever before. 

Nought but the will of Israel is needed to change 
the ancient ideal into a reality.” 

Russia and the War . A Study of the War and a Statement of 
the World-problems that now confront Russia and Great 
Britain. By Stephen Graham. London: Cassell and Com- 
pany. 1915. Pp. xiii, 260. 

Mr. Graham was in an Altai Cossack village on the frontier 
of Mongolia when the war broke out; from there he made his 
way slowly back into Russia, then on to Poland, and finally 
through Sweden to England. His book is an attempt to picture 
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